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            {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ aƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
This Lenten season, we spent Tuesday evenings learning about women preachers from the time of 

Christ to today. It was a way to honor women during Women’s History Month (March), and what I 

heard from all of the women who taught, offered music and participated, is that there are not clas-

ses like this around.   
 

Women, and men also, were blessed to be able to hear about women from Mary Magdalene, who 

preached of Christ Risen, as she left the empty tomb and ran home; to Rev. Lauren Fuchs, who 

shared the ups and downs of breaking the stained glass ceiling even in the 21st century. 
 

I have to be honest that I would not be the pastor that I am if it weren’t for the strong women in my 

life, JoAnn, Esel, Marlene, Pat, Marjorie and Opal!  These women were my rocks!  They prayed for 

me, cared for me, nursed my wounds, hugged away the sorrow, modeled discipleship and inspired 

me to say “yes!” to Jesus and my call to ministry. 
 

On May 12th we celebrate Mother’s Day.  I pray that you had a strong mother as a positive role model 

in your life, just as I did!  My mother passed away almost 18 years ago.  She was beautiful, fun, smart, 

and so special!  I miss her every day, but I know that she is walking with the Lord, praising His name, 

glorifying her King of Kings!  
 

She was my earthly mother, but I have a number of spiritual mothers as well.  One of the most spe-

cial courses that I was blessed to take in seminary was on the writings of the Desert Mothers. Over 

the last few decades, the Church has discovered their holy writings. These writings come from the 

amazing Christian women who lived in the 4th and 5th centuries in Africa, Syria, & Palestine. They 

devoted their lives to prayer, often living in difficult conditions; many of them hermits. They began 

the monastic tradition for women, which survives to this day. 
  

So much of what is happening in spiritual renewal these days is about such discoveries. It seems 

that in many ways those who lived more than 1,000 years before us sought and found a wisdom we 

lack today. Their story is about letting go of worldly cares, focusing on Christ, and learning that less 

is more. 
  

One such Desert Mother was Theodora of Alexandria. She is thought to have been the wife of a 4th 

century Roman Prefect of Egypt, who followed her faith toward Christ into the desert, finally dress-

ing as a man in order to enter a monastery. She is celebrated for being a colleague of Archbishop 

Theophilus of Alexandria, one of the Fathers of the Church, and for being consulted by many follow-

ers about the monastic life. Theodora wrote:                                                              
  òWe must strive to renew the soul, not in that which is external and deceptive, but by  

   paying special attention to that which is internal. Love stillness. One who is not                     

   attached to the vanities of this world is strengthened in soul by stillness. Abstinence                       

           and silence,  prayer and reading cleanse the mind.ó                                                                              
 

Ponder Desert Mother Theodora’s words. What might they offer your life?  They are so simple!  

Even in SE Ohio, those ancient words ring true. Pay attention to that which is internal & eternal. 

Learn to love the stillness. Follow Christ! 
 

- Pastor Karen  
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Easter/Pentecost Preaching Series                                          
ñWWJD: Imitatio Christi: In His Stepsò                                                  

Christ Our Moral Example 

May     5  -- 3rd  Sunday of Easter /Communion  - òWWJD?: Agape Loveó                         

             Acts 9:1-20; Psalm 30; Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19                                                

May   12  ð Mothers Day ð òWWJD?: Hopeó   Steve Davis, preaching                 

          Acts 9: 36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30 

May   19  ð 5th  Sunday of Easter  ð òWWJD?: Trustó                                  

         Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35  

May   26  ð 6th  Sunday of Easter /Mem ial Weekendð òWWJD?: Peaceó                                 

          Revelation 21:10-22;  John 14:23-29      

Spring  Study  

On Thursday evenings this spring, there will be a study on the stories of Noah, Joseph, Moses, 

Jonah, Ruth,  and Samson.  This Thursday, May 2, we will watch the second half of the play 

“Ruth” and then have a discussion on the Book of Ruth.  Please read Ruth 1-4.  

May 16 we will watch the first half of the play, “Noah,” and have discussion on it; then on May 

23rd, we will watch the second half, followed by discussion. 

Congregational Survey 

The following survey is being conducted in order to help in planning sermons, Bible studies, and  

small-group opportunities for the rest of 2019 and into 2020. 
 

 

 What topics/issues should our congregation             What questions do you have about faith, 

 address in the coming year?                          life, or the Bible? 

 

 Topic:                                                      Question: 

 Topic:                                                      Question: 

 Topic:                                                      Question: 

 Topic                                                      Question: 
 

 

 Name a book of the Bible, an idea you have             Name an issue (or issues) that you wrestle 

 encountered while reading the Bible, or a Bible         with personally, spiritually, or in your 

 story you would like to hear a sermon about in         relationships. Are there issues our local 

 the coming year.                                          community is talking about? 

 

 Book:                                                      Personally: 

 Idea:                                                      Spiritually: 

 Bible Story:                                                Relationships: 



(Click on Links  to find out about Holidays & Events)                                                                                                              
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May    1st    Praise Band Rehearsal : 5:30 ñ 6:30 pm (S)                                                        

          Choir Rehearsa l: 6:45 ñ 7:30pm (S)  /  May Day                                                                                                                                        

May    2nd      Athens Barbershop Chorus: 6:00 ñ 7:30 pm (S) / Brothers and Sisters Day                                                                                                                              

      6-7:30pm Second half of study on òRuthó (L)             

      National Day of Prayer / Holocaust Remembrance Day                                              

May    5 th    3rd  Sunday of Easter /Communion  - òWWJD?: Agape Loveó                                                            

      Gathering Music: 9:45 am / Praise & Worship Celebration , 10am                                 

      Youth Group :  12:30 pm (L)  /  Ramadan                                                                                                          

May    6 th     National Nurses Day                                                                                        

May    7th    Menõs Prayer Breakfast: 6:30 ñ 7:30 am  at Sn.s  / National Teacher's Day      

          Habitat Faith Relation Committee:  5:30 pm ñ 7:00pm (L)                                          

May    8th    Praise Band Rehearsal : 5:30 ñ 6:30 pm (S)                                                          

      World Red Cross Day / World Red Crescent Day   /  V-E Day                                                       

May    9 th      Spaghetti Dinner Construction Fund Raiser : 5:00 ñ 7:00 pm (FH + K)                                                                      

May  10 th    Military Spouses Day                                                                                                                        

May  11 th      UMW Antiquing and Lunch :  9:15 am leave RUMC  for Rock Bridge, OH                                                                                  

May  12th    4th  Sunday of Easter  ð òWWJD?: Hopeó  /  Mother's Day                                                                              

      Gathering Music: 9:45 am / Praise & Worship Celebration , 10am                         

May  14th    Menõs Prayer Breakfast: 6:30 ñ 7:30 am  at Sn.õs                                                                                                          

May   15th    Praise Band Rehearsal : 5:30 ñ 6:30 pm (S)                                  

      Worship Team mtg.:  6:15-6:45pm (L)                                                            

                   Choir Rehearsa l: 6:45 ñ 8:15 pm (S)  /  Police Officer's Memorial Day                                                                               

May  16 th      Athens Barbershop Chorus: 6:00 ñ 7:30 pm (S )  Love a Tree Day            

       6-7:30pm New study on òNoahó (L)                                                                                                                  

May  17 th      National Bike to Work Day                                                                                

May  18 th      Habitat Scrap Metal Drive :   9: amñ1: pm  OU Convocation  Center                              

      Armed Forces Day                                                                             

May   19th    5th  Sunday of Easter  ð òWWJD?: Trustó                                                                        

               Gathering Music: 9:45 am / Praise & Worship Celebration , 10am                                 

      Youth Group :  12:30 pm (L)                                                                                                                                                               

May  21 st      Menõs Prayer Breakfast: 6:30 ñ 7:30 am  at Sn.õs                                                      

May  22nd     Praise Band Rehearsal : 5:30 ñ 6:30 pm (S)                                                                                    

     Choir Rehearsa l: 6:45 ñ 8:15 pm (S)                                                                                        

May  23rd    Athens Barbershop Chorus: 6:00 ñ 7:30 pm (S)                                                               

      6-7:30pm Second half of study on òNoahó (L)                                                                                 

May   25th         Habitat  Rummage Sale :  8:30ñ12:30   Christ the King Holy Family Center  

      National Missing Children's Day                                                                    

May   26th      6th  Sunday of Easter /Mem ial Weekendð òWWJD?: Peaceó                                     

          Gathering Music: 9:45 am / Praise & Worship Celebration , 10am                                                                                                                                 

May  27 th     OFFICE CLOSED  / Memorial Day                                                                                        

May  28 th   Menõs Prayer Breakfast: 6:30 ñ 7:30 am  at Sniderõs                                                                                                          

May  29 th     Praise Band Rehearsal : 5:30 ñ 6:30 pm (S)                                                                                    

     Choir Rehearsa l: 6:45 ñ 8:15 pm (S)                                                                                             

May 30t h         Athens Barbershop Chorus: 6:00 ñ 7:30 pm (S)                                                                                                                                                    

http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/mayday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/May/brothersisterday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/ramadan.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/nursesday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/teacher.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/May/redcrossday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/veday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/January/spousesday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/mother.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/May/policememorialday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/May/loveatreeday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/May/biketoworkday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/afd.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/May/missingchildrenday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/memorial.htm
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Please know that our prayer shawl ministry is alive & 
well.  If you know someone who would like a prayer 
shawl, please contact Peete Bow.  to  make                   
arrangements to  have a  shawl 
sent to you. 

         Thank You!  Peete Bow. 

                   Richland UMC  

                

    Tuesday Mornings  

              Breakfast and                                  
                   Bible Study                                      
           

        Each Tuesday @ 6:30 am                                  

          44 Elmwood                                                                      

           Book  Study ñ   

        Contact: Mark Sn.  

 

 

 

     RICHLAND UMC                                                                      
               Worship Schedule:                                                                     

              Gathering Music  @ 9:45                                                                                                            

          Praise & Worship Celebration  @ 10: am                                                                             

                                       Adult Sunday School  is Available at 11:15 am                                          

                      AdventureLand   : After Children's Moment in Fellowship Hall                                                

        First Look  is available from 9:45 to 11:30,  for those wishing to use nursery service  

RUMC Vision:                  

A community of love, 

growing in faith and wis-

dom, and   relevant in a                       

broken world. 

 

         Sunday mornings for                                        
          Babies, Toddlers &                               
            Preschoolers 

Nursery Hours:                                       

9:45 to 11:30 am  

Youth Group- every                          
other Sunday                                 
May 5th & 19th                                                      

Contact Jen C. to find out what is planned                    
and enjoy your time together!  

   AdventureLand  & First Look curriculum  

We are now using a curriculum called 252 by 

Orange .  This is an online resource for both 

classes. If you would like to be a helper for    

either AdventureLand or  First Look , the 

teachers would love to work with you! 

  UMW Road Trip-Antiquing & Lunch   

Saturday May 11th ƭŜŀǾŜ RUMC 9:15 am ōȅ 
ŎŀǊ Ǉƻƻƭ ǘƻ Rock Bridge area ǿƛǘƘ 12:30 ƭǳƴŎƘ 
ŀǘ Olde Dutch Restaurant.  CƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 
ǘƻ The Logan Wash Board Museum. All ladies 
of the church are invited to join us with 
daughters/grand daughters.  Any questions, 
contact: Rita  



Richland UMC Worship 

All wishing to join one of the RUMC music                     

ensembles, Choir, Praise Band or Youth 
Praise Band, please contact:                                         

Richard Crist, Music Director, RUMC                                                                                              

Phone: 749-593-8541                                                 

Email: richlandumc@richlandumc.org 

hƴŜ ƛƴ р !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ƛǎ ŀũŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎΦ {ǝƎƳŀ ƛǎ ǘƻȄƛŎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜƴπ

ǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ 

ƻŦ ǎƘŀƳŜΣ ŦŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘǎ Ƴŀƴȅ 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ǇŜǊŎŜǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ   

ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǿŜ ŀŎǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǘΦ  

ƘǧǇΥκκƴŀƳƛŀǘƘŜƴǎƻƘƛƻΦƻǊƎκ 

,ÁÂÅÌÓ  ÆÏÒ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ 

4ÈÅ 5Ȣ-Ȣ7Ȣ ÉÓ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÎÇ 4ÙÓÏÎ #ÈÉÃËÅÎ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓ ÌÁȤ

ÂÅÌÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÎÄ ÔÏ 2ÅÄ "ÉÒÄ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ "ÅÖÅÒÌÙȟ +ÙȢ  2ÅÄ 

"ÉÒÄ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ Á -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ 

#ÈÕÒÃÈ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ 3ÏÕÔÈÅÁÓÔÅÒÎ 

+ÅÎÔÕÃËÙ ɀ Á ÍÏÕÎÔÁÉÎÏÕÓ ÁÒÅÁȢ  4ÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÃÁÍÐÕÓ ÉÎ 

"ÅÖÅÒÌÙ ÈÁÓ Á ÓÃÈÏÏÌȟ Á ÄÏÒÍȟ ÄÏÃÔÏÒÓȟ ÄÅÎÔÉÓÔÓȟ Á ÒÅÓȤ

ÔÁÕÒÁÎÔȟ Á ÃÁÍÐ ÇÒÏÕÎÄȟ  Á ÃÒÁÆÔÓ ÓÔÏÒÅ ÁÎÄ Á ÓÅÃÏÎÄ 

ÈÁÎÄ ÓÔÏÒÅȢ   4ÈÅÙ ÁÌÓÏ ÄÏ ÏÕÔÒÅÁÃÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈÅÁÓÔȤ

ÅÒÎ +ÅÎÔÕÃËÙ ÁÒÅÁ ÉÎ ÔÅÒÍÓ ÏÆ ÓÅÎÉÏÒ ÃÅÎÔÅÒÓȟ ÈÏÍÅ 

ÍÁÉÎÔÅÎÁÎÃÅȟ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇȟ ÍÅÁÌÓ ÏÎ ×ÈÅÅÌÓȟ ÁÍȤ

ÂÕÌÁÎÃÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȟ ÖÉÓÉÔÉÎÇ ÎÕÒÓÅÓȟ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ 

ÈÁÖÅ ÔÒÁÇÅÄÉÅÓ ÌÉËÅ ПÉÒÅÓ ÁÎÄ  ÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÔÙÐÅ 

ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ  ÁÓÓÉÓÔÉÎÇ #ÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ 

ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ρ ÈÒȢ ÓÏÕÔÈ ÏÆ ,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎȟ 

+ÙȢ !ÎÄ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ   ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒÓȢ  4ÈÅ ÌÁÂÅÌÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÆÏÒ 

ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÓÕÐÐÌÉÅÓȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ Á ÂÏØ ÌÁÂÅÌÅÄ 2ÅÄ "ÉÒÄ 

ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÈÅÌÆ ÁÂÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÁÔ ÒÁÃË ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÂÅÌÓȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ 

ÁÎ  ÏÎ-ÇÏÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÓÏ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÎÏ ÄÅÁÄÌÉÎÅÓȢ   

Jesus said: “I give a new          

commandment to you:                  

'Love one another;                                 

just as I have loved you, you 

should also love one another.' 

John 13:34   

 

Habitat News :  Spring Events  

Scrap Metal Drive -- May 18 -- 9:am --1:pm           

at the OU  Convocation Center  parking 

lot off Shafer Street.  

Rummage Sale -- May 25 at Christ the 

King Holy Family Center. Items may be 

dropped off at the center from 10-7 on the 

23rd or 24th. 

New RUMC Cookbook  If you have a recipe to share in the new cookbook, please:                                           

1. Hand a printed version of your recipe to Christy Br., Chairwoman - UMW Cookbook Committee;  or                                                                                                      

2. Type up your Recipe to the website.  Go to www.morriscookbooks.com. Click “Typensave” in   

 top bar; click “Login” on top right; put in user name: RUMC19; put in password walnut973; 

click “Add recipes” and fill in the lines with your information; preview and save. 

http://www.morriscookbooks.com


FINANCIAL REPORT  2019  

Yearly:  $191,559  (weekly)  $3,684 
Behind Budget:  ð  $ 9, 996                                                              
District Apportionments: behind $ 292 
Conference Apportionments:  behind $ 1,200 
 
Thank you for your prayerful attention to the support of the 
work of the Lord through Richland UMC 
 

Electronic giving cards are on the ministry table or 
available in the office. You can use that option when 
you travel, for you convenience, or one time gift. 
Keep this in mind for the summerðconsistency is 
needed. 

Dave Da., Treasurer  * Steve Fol. Finance Chair 

Music News:        

Chancel Choir:                           

Weekly Rehearsalð                           

Wednesday @ 6:45 ð 7:30pm (S)   

Praise Band:  Weekly Rehearsalð

Wednesdays @  5:30 ð 6:30  PM (S) 
Construction loan for RUMC                                

Still owed on loan:  $ 7,186                                         

Please keep this project in mind                                

when  considering your giving.                                   

The Interest is charged monthly so the                   

sooner we pay the loan the less it costs.                                                   

Thanks to everyone who has                                             

supported this project so far!  

 

 Medical Outreach Ministry :                     

The ministry has been very busy helping 

those in need of vaccinations and                        

diabetic supplies. If you wish to                          

support this  ministry mark your                          

gifts for Medical Outreach Ministry .                                       

If you wish to help, please contact:                                    

Steve Fol.  

       Richland UMC  

    Next Blood Drive :                                                    
 

   
 

 If you haven't been part of a blood drive                                 

recently, think about making this your                 

opportunity to be part of 'saving lives'                 

by donating or volunteering.     

Call Diane 740 -592-1688                                          

to find out more.  

Other Blood Drives:                                              

Vacation  Bible Adventure  
 

June 22 1:30-5:00 with dinner to follow 

sponsored by Richland UMC , First UMC   

and The Plains UMC and  held at The 

Plains UMC . For more information about 

the event and how to serve as a ministry 

partner, contact Kristina G. at:                      

guytonkristina@gmail.com or 859-806-7306 

mailto:guytonkristina@gmail.com


In Sympathy  

Condolences to the family and 

friends of those who have passed                              

on to dwell  with  Our Lord !   

#ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈȟ /ÕÒ 7ÏÒÌÄȦ                                                               

/ÕÒ ÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓȦ                                                                                                            

4ÈÏÓÅ ÁÆÆÅÃÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÁÌÌ ÖÉÏÌÅÎÃÅȦ                                                                                   

4ÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ ÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÏÆ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÍÅÎÔȦ                                                                                

4ÈÏÓÅ ÒÅÃÏÖÅÒÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÌÌ ÄÉÓÁÓÔÅÒÓȦ                                                                                 

4ÈÏÓÅ ÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÒÕÇ ÁÄÄÉÃÔÉÏÎȦ                                                                        

4ÈÏÓÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÎÔÁÌ ȦÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓȦ  

#ÈÕÃË 7ÏÏÄÁÌÌȡ ÒÅÃÏÖÅÒÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÓÕÒÇÅÒÙ                                                

%ÄÙÉÅȡ ɉ0ÅÅÔÅ "Ï×ÅÎȭÓ ÆÒÉÅÎÄɊ ÐÁÓÓÅÄ                                           

!ÁÒÏÎ Ǫ 4ÉÎÁ 3×ÅÁÒÉÎÇÅÎȡ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÁÌÉÎÇ                          

$ÅÌ Ǫ 0ÈÙÌÌÉÓ $ÏÄÒÉÌÌ ȡ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÈÅÁÌÉÎÇȾ×ÅÌÌ ÂÅÉÎÇ                                                               

$ÁÖÅ 7ÅÓÔȡ 0ÁÓÓÅÄȠ ËÅÅÐ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÉÎ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ                            

(ÁÕÓÃÈÉÌÄ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȡ ÐÒÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈȟ ÐÅÁÃÅ Ǫ ×ÉÓÄÏÍ 

3ÈÅÒÒÙ (ÅÎÒÙȡ ÃÁÎÃÅÒ ÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔ Ǫ ÓÕÒÇÅÒÙ                       

-ÉÃÈÅÌÌÅ #ÈÁÐÍÁÎȡ ÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÂÒÅÁÓÔ ÃÁÎÃÅÒ                     

#ÈÁÄ "ÁÙÈÁȡ τχ ÙÒȢ ÏÌÄ--ÔÅÒÍÉÎÁÌ ÃÁÎÃÅÒ                                       

,ÏÒÒÁÉÎÅ *ÏÎÅÓȡ 'ÉÎÎÙȭÓ $-)-,ȟ ПÉÎÇÅÒ  ÈÅÁÌÉÎÇ                                  

+ÅÌÌÙ +ÅÔÃÈÅÍȡ ÓÅÅÉÎÇ ÏÎÃÏÌÏÇÉÓÔ                                                        

7ÉÎÉÆÒÅÄ 2ÉÌÅÙȡ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ +ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÅȟ ÐÁÓÓÉÎÇ                      

-ÅÇÁÎ (ÉÌÌȡ ɉ3ÔÅÖÅ $ÁÖÉÓͻ ÓÉÓÔÅÒɊȾÂÌÏÏÄ ÃÌÏÔȾÈÅÁÌÉÎÇ                                         

0ÈÙÌÌÉÓ $ÏÄÒÉÌÌȡ ÓÕÒÇÅÒÙ ËÎÅÅ ÃÁÐȾÈÅÁÌÉÎÇȾÒÅÈÁÂ                                  

"ÁÂÙ %ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈȡ ÓÕÒÇÅÒÙȾÆÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÔÕÂÅȾÈÅÁÌÉÎÇ                         

2ÏÄ Ǫ 0ÅÅÔÅ "Ï×ÅÎȡ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ                                   

!ÍÁÎÄÁ #ÁÉÎȭÓ &ÁÍÉÌÙȡ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÁÔ ÈÅÒ ÐÁÓÓÉÎÇ                             

$ÅÎÁ 2ÁÙȡ ɉ*ÏÈÎȭÓ Ä-Î-ÌȠ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔÓ              

3ÔÅÖÅ ,ÅÄÂÅÔÔÅÒȡ ÒÅÃÏÖÅÒÙȟ ÓÈÏÕÌÄÅÒ ÓÕÒÇÅÒÙ                            

#ÈÒÉÓ -ÁÇÌÅÙȡ ÂÌÏÏÄ ÃÌÏÔȾÒÅÈÁÂ                                                   

3ÁÒÁÈ !ÂÄÅÌÌÁȡ ÁÎËÌÅ ÓÕÒÇÅÒÙ ÒÅÃÏÖÅÒÙ                                        

*ÅÁÎ *ÏÈÎÓÏÎȡ ɉ9ÖÏÎÎÅ -ÁÙÅÒȭÓ ÓÉÓÔÅÒɊ ÂÒÅÁÓÔ ÃÁÎÃÅÒ                                      

$ÅÅ ɉ#ÏÏËɊ 7ÁÇÎÅÒȭÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȡ ÂÒÏËÅ ÐÅÌÖÉÓ                              

"ÏÂȡ ,ÉÌ #ÏÌÌÉÎȭÓ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ--ÃÁÒÄÉÁÃ--ÂÒÅÁÔÈÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓ                                         

,ÉÎÄÁ ,ÏÈÓÅ-3ÍÉÔÈȡ ÈÅÁÌÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÓÕÒÇÅÒÙ                              

*ÁÎÅÔ  !ÒÔÓȡ 2ÉÔÁͻÓ #ÏÕÓÉÎȭÓ ×ÉÆÅ -- ÃÁÎÃÅÒ                                                 

"ÏÂ 4ÕÒÎÅÒȡ 0ÁÒËÉÎÓÏÎͻÓ ÃÏÍÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ                                                      

"ÅÔÈ Ǫ -ÁÒÔÙ $ÅÖÏÌȡ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ                                                                                                      

#ÈÅÌÓÅÁ 7ÁÇÎÅÒȡ ÌÕÎÇ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎ                                                          

,ÉÎÄÁ 4ÕÒÎÅÒȡ ɉ#ÉÎÄÙ /ÌÉÖÅÒÉȭÓ ÓÉÓÔÅÒɊ ÈÅÁÌÉÎÇ                                                                                             

$ÏÒÏÔÈÙ #ÏÏÌÅÙȡ ÈÏÓÐÉÃÅ ÃÁÒÅ ÁÔ 4ÈÅ ,ÁÕÒÅÌÓ                        

$ÁÎ !ÂÄÅÌÌÁȡ ÈÅÁÌÉÎÇ                                                              

/ÕÒ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȡ                                                        

.ÏÁÈ $ÁÖÉÓȟ "ÒÁÎÄÏÎ &ÏÌÌÒÏÄȟ 'ÒÁÃÅ +ÉÒËÌÁÎÄȟ 2ÕÓÔÙ 

(ÅÎÒÙȟ -ÁÔÔÈÅ× 2ÏÂÉÎÓÏÎȟ ,ÉÌÌÉÁÎ 0ÏÃÈÅÓȟ "ÒÁÎÎÏÎ 

!ÌËÉÒÅȠ *ÕÓÔÉÎ ,ÏÐÅÚȟ $ÁÎ 0ÅÁÒÓÏÎȟ 3ËÙÌÁÒ (ÁÔПÉÅÌÄ  

BIRTHDAYS 

On birthdays, we honor our beginnings  
and  remember that in Godõs eyes,                 

we have a place in this world                          
that no one else has.  

      May 
πυ -ÁÄÅÌÉÎÅ 0ÁȢ                          

  $ÉÁÎÅ 4Ȣ                                

πχ #ÈÁÒÌÅÎÅ 4ÒÉȢ               

πω   3ÈÅÒÒÙ #ÏÍȢ                                

ρρ  $ÁÖÉÄ $ÒȢ                            

ρσ  *ÏÄÉÅ ,ÕȢ                   

 

 

ρτ  *ÕÌÉÁ 7ÏȢ                        

ρχ  #ÈÁÄ #ÏÌȢ                    

ρω   *ÕÌÉÅ $ÁȢ                                   

ςπ   ,Á×ÒÅÎÃÅ "Ï×Ȣ                          

ςς    "ÁÒÂÁÒÁ )ÎȢ                             

ςτ   !ÁÒÏÎ 3×Ȣ                                  

ςχ    -ÉÎÄÙ (ÅȢ                             

Song of Solomon 8:7                                                                                      
Many waters cannot quench love, 

neither can floods drown it.  

 

 

         May 
  05/22 Ken & Betsy Fra. (15)                           

  05/25 Larry & Diane T.  ( 56 )   

  05/31 Dan & Michele Hu. (22)  



Judicial Council Decision, April 2019 
 

From April 23-26, 2019, the Judicial Council of the United Methodist Church met in order to 

act upon a petition that was offered on the floor of General Conference 2019.  Here is what we 

know from information gleaned from the United Methodist website, http://www.umc.org/

decisions/79922 

April 25 2019 

IN RE: Petition for Declaratory Decision from the 2019 Special Session of General Conference 

regarding the constitutionality, meaning, application, and effect of the Traditional Plan as 

amended. 

Digest of Case 

When reviewing an act of the General Conference for constitutionality, the Judicial Council  

applies a severability test, which requires that we (1) identify the unconstitutional provisions 

of the legislation in question, (2) declare them null and void, and (3) determine if they can be 

severed from the remainder. Unless it is evident that the General Conference would not have 

enacted those provisions that are within its legislative powers without those that are not, the 

invalid parts can be separated if what is left is not inextricably linked and can function         

independently. 

In applying this test to the amended Traditional Plan, the Judicial Council holds that the 

amended Traditional Plan consists of a series of petitions that were separately numbered,  

dealing with completely different paragraphs of The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist 

Church 2016. One petition does not affect the other.  These petitions are not so closely related 

that a change in one affects the others. The petitions held unconstitutional have no effect on 

the petitions declared constitutional. The constitutional petitions are not dependent on the   

unconstitutional petitions and can survive without the unconstitutional petitions.  

Therefore, the Judicial Council affirms its rulings in JCDs 1366 and 1377 and holds that            

Petitions 90033, 90034, 90035, 90037, 90038, 90039, and 90040 found unconstitutional are null 

and void. Further, we hold that the following petitions found constitutional: Petition 90032,  

Petition 90036, Petition 90042, Petition 90043, Petition 90044, Petition 90045, excluding the 

second sentence: In cases where the respondent acknowledges action(s) that are a clear viola-

tion of the provisions of the Discipline, a just resolution shall include, but not be limited to, a 

commitment not to repeat the action(s) that were a violation. 

Petition 90046; and, Petition 90047 can be upheld independently. 

Statement of Facts 

On February 26, 2019, the Special Session of General Conference passed by a vote of 438 to 

384 the amended Traditional Plan [hereinafter TP].[1] Subsequently, a clergy delegate made 

the motion to refer the TP as amended to the Judicial Council for a declaratory decision.[2] The 

motion was approved 405 to 395.[3] 

Twenty-one interested parties, delegates to the General Conference, filed separate and joint 

briefs. 


